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THE   SOFT  PALATE.

In considering the apparatus of the soft palate, the
idea of a pendulous fold is of the greatest assistance
towards a true comprehension. This idea moreover is,
within certain limits, as convenient as it is correct, being
specially well adapted for a sectional illustration; at the
same time, it by no means fully represents the mechanism
of the soft palate. We obtain an idea which in many
respects is more accurate, if we regard the soft palate as
an apparatus consisting of a double constrictor muscle,

"Diagram of two constrictor muscles united to each other in a part of their circum-
ference, each with a fixed point (c). The dotted line represents the change of form which
takes place when one of them (here the upper) is contracted.

which on the one hand cuts off the cavity of the mouth
from the adjacent portion of the pharynx, on the other,
the portion of the pharynx which adjoins the nasal cavity
from that which belongs to the cavity of the mouth.

If, now, in our examination of the construction of the
soft palate, we take as our starting-point the simplest
diagram of a constrictor muscle, we shall find that our
first diagram of this apparatus will consist of two circles,
which meet in one point of their circumference. One of